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Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Dean Nalder 

PERTH FREIGHT LINK 

596. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the minister’s answer to a question without notice yesterday that he was still set on signing contracts for 
the Perth Freight Link in November even though he has not determined the route, and a report by the Auditor 
General released yesterday warning of major problems of inadequate early planning on major projects. Why is 
the minister saying that contracts for both stages will be signed in November this year, when the Premier is 
saying that stage 2 may not be built? 

Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 
I would like to reinforce that the Perth Freight Link is a strategically important asset for this state because of 
a few key issues. One of them is about safety for our commuters on suburban roads and highways in the southern 
suburbs. We know that the heavy vehicle incident rate on Leach Highway is more than double that applying in 
the rest of the metropolitan area. The second thing is that we are looking at congestion right across the 
metropolitan area, and we are trying to work on this. The third thing is the benefit to industry of increased 
productivity through improved travel times. We know that this will improve travel times by 11 minutes off-peak, 
and 15 minutes during peak time. These are the benefits, but we also know that the outer harbour will take 10 to 
15 years to develop, given the environmental issues that go with Cockburn Sound and the construction period. 
The opposition is saying that we should do nothing, which is similar to what we talked about with regard to the 
Coalfields highway. The Court government was spending money on that and had money for it in the forward 
estimates, but when the Labor government came to power, it removed that $20 million and nothing happened 
with the Coalfields highway until the Liberal–National government came back. The opposition is proposing that 
we do nothing, and in the meantime, over that 10 or 15 years, we will see double the number of trucks coming 
out of Fremantle port. 

With regard to timing, let me be clear. The Premier is right: we are on the same page with this. There is a base 
case for the project, which is going down Stock Road, High Street and Leach Highway, and that base case still 
stands. But I have said—I have apologised for this to the broader community—that I am trying to find a better 
outcome for the community than taking it down Stock Road and High Street. Let us remind people that the 
planning for High Street and Leach Highway was commenced by Alannah MacTiernan after she sold off the 
Fremantle eastern bypass. That was what was done by the Labor government; it sold off the Fremantle eastern 
bypass and commenced planning for the upgrading of High Street and Leach Highway. I do not believe that is 
the right thing to do. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the first time. Minister, quick answer, thank 
you. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: We have a critical time period coming up, a critical junction, when the proponents will 
come back to us with possible solutions. At that point we may move away from the base case, and therefore we 
may need to look at the timing, and I am hopeful that we will. That is the time when we will review the time 
lines; that is the critical junction. At this point, the Fremantle link is a very important project for the state of 
Western Australia, and we stand by that. I continue to work through that, but with regard to the exact timing, if 
I can find a better solution and it requires us to do additional work that pushes out the time line, then that will be 
the time we report it back to Parliament. 
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